MINUTES OF THE MARCH 24, 2011 GENERAL MEETING
ADVOCATES SOCIETY
Officers present: Robert G., Regina R., Michelle H., Alex F., Michael Z., and Steve R.

The meeting was called to order at approximately 7:10. 

A motion was entertained to address the minutes of the January general membership meeting. A motion was made by Donna M. to waive the reading of the minutes and approve them as presented. It was duly seconded and passed without objection.

The following applications were voted on and the applicants approved for membership:

Anna Spears, Laura Lechowicz Felicion, John J. Kurowski, and Aleksandra Strzelecki. On motion by Donna, second by Joan, the memberships were unanimously approved.
Historian’s Report:

Application was submitted to approve the Advocates as a certified CLE provider. The application is pending but certification is expected shortly.

A request was also made by Michael for any pictures members may have of Advocates members or event scenes to add to our library.
Treasurer’s Report:

No report.
Secretary’s Report:

No report. However, Robert announced a misprint in the last Newsletter. The dues for attorneys in practice more than 5 years is $150.00-not $125.00 as appeared in the Newsletter.
Third Vice President’s Report:

Alex reported that plans are progressing well for the May 7th Constitution Day Parade. He announced that Advocates’ own Ted Makarewicz is a candidate for grand marshall. Alex and Robert both encouraged all members to appear at the Alliance of Polish Clubs meeting on March 31st at 7:00 p.m. to support Ted.
Second Vice President’s Report:

 Michelle confirmed that the Knights of Dabrowski fundraiser is scheduled for November 11th at 7:00. It will again be held at the Parthenon in Greektown. Everyone is encouraged to attend and to start thinking about donations.
First Vice President’s Report:

Regina reported that Judge’s Night was scheduled for October 20th at the Polish History Museum. She also mentioned that Joseph Morris was going to be the featured speaker for the evening.
President’s Report:

A final report of the income and expenses of the Installation Dinner was made. Robert reported netting $1,789.00 with only minor outstanding invoices;
Anyone with announcements should provide their information to Anna Krolikowska for inclusion in the Newsletter.
Announcements:

1) The Judicial Council of the 7th Circuit announced that it is accepting applications for Federal Defender positions. The deadline for application is April 1st;

2) Dennis Stefanovich submitted a Membership Directory application. Members were invited to apply and that other members are encouraged to utilize the Directory to refer matters to one another.

Committee Reports:

Inter-bar:

Robert reported that the first committee meeting will be held March 30th.

Constitution and By-Laws:

No Report

Finance:

No Report

Award of Merit:

Mark was present and reported pending committee meetings.

Membership:

Matt Sidor was present and invited comments and suggestions forstrategies to increase/support membership.

Unfinished Business:

Alex reported that the next Amicus Poloniae clinic is scheduled for April 16th. New volunteers are welcomed.

The National Advocates Society will be holding their Annual Meeting at the Breakers in Palm beach. All members are encouraged to attend.
Next meeting is May 20th, 2011 at the Polish Consulate.

On motion made, seconded, and unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,








______________________________








Steve Rakowski, Secretary
